
I-158-001

Your comment has been noted.  The criteria used to route the

transmission line is described in the Macro Corridor Study which is

available on the RUS website at:

http://www.usda.gov/rus/water/ees/eis.htm. These criteria and routing

process will be addressed in the Draft Environmental Impact Statement. 

The project is still in the development and planning stages and the

utilities have not yet permitted a route for the transmission line.

The Draft Environmental Impact Statement will be available on the RUS

website at: http://www.usda.gov/rus/water/ees/eis.htm.  Comments on

the Draft Environmental Impact Statement will be solicited after its

publication.
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I-158-002

Your comment has been noted.  Potential impacts to land use will be

addressed in the Draft Environmental Impact Statement.
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I-159-001

Your comment has been noted.  Potential impacts to agricultural

resources will be addressed in the Draft Environmental Impact

Statement.

The Draft Environmental Impact Statement  will be available on the RUS

website at: http://www.usda.gov/rus/water/ees/eis.htm.  Comments will

be solicited after its publication.
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I-160-001

Your comment has been noted.  The criteria used to route the

transmission line is described in the Macro Corridor Study which is

available on the RUS website at:

http://www.usda.gov/rus/water/ees/eis.htm. These criteria and routing

process will be addressed in the Draft Environmental Impact Statement. 

The project is still in the development and planning stages and the

utilities have not yet permitted a route for the transmission line.

The Draft Environmental Impact Statement will be available on the RUS

website at: http://www.usda.gov/rus/water/ees/eis.htm.  Comments on

the Draft Environmental Impact Statement will be solicited after its

publication.

 

I-160 Hagen, Mary
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I-161-001

Your comment has been noted. Socioeconomic impacts to property

values affected by the transmission line will be addressed in the Draft

Environmental Impact Statement.

The Draft Environmental Impact Statement will be available on the RUS

website at: http://www.usda.gov/rus/water/ees/eis.htm.  Comments on

the Draft Environmental Impact Statement will be solicited after its

publication.

 

I-161-002

Your comment has been noted.  Potential impacts to the aesthetic

quality of the areas surrounding the transmission line will be addressed

in the Draft Environmental Impact Statement.

 

I-161 Hayden, Gary
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I-161-003

Your comment has been noted.  Potential impacts to the aesthetic

quality of the areas surrounding the transmission line will be addressed

in the Draft Environmental Impact Statement.  Bluffland ordinances are

outside of the RUS jurisdiction, however the routing process will follow

established statutes.

 

I-161-004

Your comment has been noted.  The criteria used to route the

transmission line is described in the Macro Corridor Study which is

available on the RUS website at:

http://www.usda.gov/rus/water/ees/eis.htm.  These criteria and routing

process will be addressed in the Draft Environmental Impact Statement. 

The project is still in the development and planning stages and the

utilities have not yet permitted a route for the transmission line.

 

I-161-005

Your comment has been noted.  Potential impacts to land use will be

addressed in the Draft Environmental Impact Statement.

 

 

I-161-006

Your comment has been noted. Potential impacts to human and

livestock health and safety with regard to EMF will be addressed in the

Draft Environmental Impact Statement.

 

I-161-007

Your comment has been noted.  Potential impacts resulting

from operational noise will be addressed in the Draft Environmental

Impact Statement.
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I-161-008

Your comment has been noted.  Potential impacts to geology and soil

resources caused by the transmission lines will be addressed in the Draft

Environmental Impact Statement.  

 

I-161-009

Your comment has been noted.  Potential impacts to the aesthetic

quality of the areas surrounding the transmission line will be addressed

in the Draft Environmental Impact Statement.

 

I-161-010

Your comment has been noted.  Potential impacts to geology and soil

resources caused by the transmission lines will be addressed in the Draft

Environmental Impact Statement.  

 

I-161-011

Your comment has been noted.  Potential impacts to wildlife will be

addressed in the Draft Environmental Impact Statement.

 

I-161-012

Your comment has been noted.  Potential impacts resulting from

construction, operation, and maintenance of the transmission line will be

addressed in resource sections throughout the Draft Environmental

Impact Statement.

 

I-161-013

Your comment has been noted.  The criteria used to route the

transmission line is described in the Macro Corridor Study which is

available on the RUS website at:

http://www.usda.gov/rus/water/ees/eis.htm.  These criteria and routing

process will be addressed in the Draft Environmental Impact Statement. 
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The project is still in the development and planning stages and the

utilities have not yet permitted a route for the transmission line.
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I-162-001

Your comment has been noted.  The Draft Environmental Impact

Statement will describe, in detail, project purpose and need.  The

justification document which has been accepted by the RUS is the

Alternative Evaluation study which is available at:

http://www.usda.gov/rus/water/ees/eis.htm.

The Draft Environmental Impact Statement will be available on the RUS

website at: http://www.usda.gov/rus/water/ees/eis.htm.  Comments on

the Draft Environmental Impact Statement will be solicited after its

publication.

 

I-162-002

Your comment has been noted.  Due to the transmission grid's

interconnected nature as well as to electricity's nature - it's generally

difficult to identify a specific source of electricity on the grid.

While the CapX2020 projects  involve  four independent projects  being

developed in a similar time frame with some of the same of utilities

participating, the Purpose and Need for the CapX2020 Hampton-

Rochester-La Crosse 345-kV Project was developed and proven

independently of the other CapX2020 projects.  The Alternative

Evaluation Study addresses project Purpose and Need. It is available at:

http://www.usda.gov/rus/water/ees/eis.htm, which has been approved by

the RUS. 

The proposed CapX2020 transmission lines will serve the region's

expected growth and help begin to meet Minnesota's Renewable Energy

Standard (RES), which requires utilities to deliver 25 percent of their

electricity from renewable sources by 2025 (Xcel Energy is mandated to

deliver 30 percent by 2020, with 25 percent from wind). Most of that

energy comes from wind turbines.
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I-162-003

Your comment has been noted.  Alternatives to the project will be

addressed in the Draft Environmental Impact Statement.

 

I-162-004

Your comment has been noted.  The criteria used to route the

transmission line is described in the Macro Corridor Study which is

available on the RUS website at:

http://www.usda.gov/rus/water/ees/eis.htm.  These criteria and routing

process will be addressed in the Draft Environmental Impact Statement. 

The project is still in the development and planning stages and the

utilities have not yet permitted a route for the transmission line.

 

I-162-005

Your comment has been noted.  Potential impacts to the aesthetic

quality of the areas surrounding the transmission line, health and safety,

socioeconomic resources, agrirculture, wildlife, and vegetation will all be

addressed in the Draft Environmental Impact Statement.

 

I-162-006

Your comment has been noted.  Dairyland Power Cooperative, one of

the CapX2020 utilities, has requested financial assistance from USDA

Rural Utilities Service (RUS), for Dairyland’s anticipated 11 percent

ownership interest in the proposed Hampton-Rochester-La Crosse 345

kilovolt transmission line project. RUS has determined that its funding of

Dairyland’s ownership interest is a federal action and therefore subject to

the National Environmental Policy Act (NEPA) and Section 106 of the

National Historic Preservation Act (NHPA). RUS is the lead agency for

both NEPA and Section 106 review.
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I-163-001

Your comment has been noted. Socioeconomic impacts to property

values affected by the transmission line will be addressed in the Draft

Environmental Impact Statement.

The Draft Environmental Impact Statement will be available on the RUS

website at: http://www.usda.gov/rus/water/ees/eis.htm.  Comments on

the Draft Environmental Impact Statement will be solicited after its

publication.

 

I-163 Jefferson, C.
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I-163-002

Your comment has been noted.  The Draft Environmental Impact

Statement will describe, in detail, project purpose and need.  The

justification document which has been accepted by the RUS is the

Alternative Evaluation study which is available at:

http://www.usda.gov/rus/water/ees/eis.htm.

 

I-163-003

Your comment has been noted.  Please refer to comment response I-

163-002.

 

I-163-004

Your comment has been noted.  Impacts to historic and archeological

resources affected by the transmission line will be addressed in the Draft

Environmental Impact Statement.

 

I-163-005

Your comment has been noted.  Potential impacts to wildlife will be

addressed in the Draft Environmental Impact Statement.

 

I-163-006

Your comment has been noted.  Please refer to comment response I-

163-005.

 

I-163-007

Your comment has been noted.  Potential impacts resulting from

construction, operation, and maintenance of the transmission line will be

addressed in resource sections throughout the Draft Environmental

Impact Statement.
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I-164-001

Your comment has been noted. Socioeconomic impacts to property

values affected by the transmission line will be addressed in the Draft

Environmental Impact Statement.

The Draft Environmental Impact Statement will be available on the RUS

website at: http://www.usda.gov/rus/water/ees/eis.htm.  Comments on

the Draft Environmental Impact Statement will be solicited after its

publication.

 

I-164-002

Your comment has been noted. Potential impacts to human and

livestock health and safety will be addressed in the Draft Environmental

Impact Statement.
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I-165-001

Your comment has been noted.  The criteria used to route the

transmission line is described in the Macro Corridor Study which is

available on the RUS website at:

http://www.usda.gov/rus/water/ees/eis.htm. These criteria and routing

process will be addressed in the Draft Environmental Impact Statement. 

The project is still in the development and planning stages and the

utilities have not yet permitted a route for the transmission line.

The Draft Environmental Impact Statement will be available on the RUS

website at: http://www.usda.gov/rus/water/ees/eis.htm.  Comments on

the Draft Environmental Impact Statement will be solicited after its

publication.

 

I-165-002

Your comment has been noted.  Please refer to comment response I-

165-001.

 

I-165 Lowe, David
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I-165-003

Your comment has been noted.  Please refer to comment response I-

165-001.
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I-166-001

Your comment has been noted.  Potential impacts to wildlife, vegetation,

and wetlands will be addressed in the Draft Environmental Impact

Statement.

The Draft Environmental Impact Statement is will be available on the

RUS website at: http://www.usda.gov/rus/water/ees/eis.htm.  Comments

on the Draft Environmental Impact Statement will be solicited after its

publication.
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I-166-002

Your comment has been noted.  The Draft Environmental Impact

Statement will describe, in detail, project purpose and need.  The

justification document which has been accepted by the RUS is the

Alternative Evaluation study which is available at:

http://www.usda.gov/rus/water/ees/eis.htm.

 

I-166-003

Your comment has been noted.  Alternatives to the project will be

addressed in the Draft Environmental Impact Statement.

 

I-166-004

Your comment has been noted.  Please refer to comment response I-

166-003.
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I-167-001

Your comment has been noted.  The criteria used to route the

transmission line is described in the Macro Corridor Study which is

available on the RUS website at:

http://www.usda.gov/rus/water/ees/eis.htm. These criteria and routing

process will be addressed in the Draft Environmental Impact Statement. 

The project is still in the development and planning stages and the

utilities have not yet permitted a route for the transmission line.

The Draft Environmental Impact Statement will be available on the RUS

website at: http://www.usda.gov/rus/water/ees/eis.htm.  Comments on

the Draft Environmental Impact Statement will be solicited after its

publication.
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I-168-001

Your comment has been noted.  The criteria used to route the

transmission line is described in the Macro Corridor Study which is

available on the RUS website at:

http://www.usda.gov/rus/water/ees/eis.htm. These criteria and routing

process will be addressed in the Draft Environmental Impact Statement. 

The project is still in the development and planning stages and the

utilities have not yet permitted a route for the transmission line.

The Draft Environmental Impact Statement will be available on the RUS

website at: http://www.usda.gov/rus/water/ees/eis.htm.  Comments on

the Draft Environmental Impact Statement will be solicited after its

publication.

 

I-168-002

Your comment has been noted.  Alternatives to the project and

socioeconomic impacts to property values affected by the transmission

line will be addressed in the Draft Environmental Impact Statement.
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I-169-001

Your comment has been noted. Potential impacts to human and

livestock health and safety with regard to EMF will be addressed in the

Draft Environmental Impact Statement.

The  Draft Environmental Impact Statement will be available on the RUS

website at: http://www.usda.gov/rus/water/ees/eis.htm.  Comments on

the Draft Environmental Impact Statement will be solicited after its

publication.

 

I-169-002

Your comment has been noted. Potential impacts to social and economic

resources will be addressed in the Draft Environmental Impact

Statement.

 

I-169-003

Your comment has been noted. Potential impacts to human and

livestock health and safety will be addressed in the Draft Environmental

Impact Statement.
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I-169-004

Your comment has been noted.  Interference with electrical equipment

caused by the transmission lines will be addressed with individual

landowners if the problem arises.
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I-170-001

Your comment has been noted. The Draft Environmental Impact

Statement will be available on the RUS website at:

http://www.usda.gov/rus/water/ees/eis.htm.  Comments on the Draft

Environmental Impact Statement will be solicited after its publication.
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I-171-001

Your comment has been noted. Socioeconomic impacts to property

values affected by the transmission line will be addressed in the Draft

Environmental Impact Statement.

The Draft Environmental Impact Statement will be available on the RUS

website at: http://www.usda.gov/rus/water/ees/eis.htm.  Comments on

the Draft Environmental Impact Statement will be solicited after its

publication.
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I-171-002

Your comment has been noted.  Conservation easements and other

existing types of property arrangements are evaluated by the applicant

during the routing and siting phase of the project.

The Draft Environmental Impact Statement is will be available on the

RUS website at: http://www.usda.gov/rus/water/ees/eis.htm.  Comments

on the Draft Environmental Impact Statement will be solicited after its

publication.

 

I-171-003

Your comment has been noted.  The criteria used to route the

transmission line is described in the Macro Corridor Study which is

available on the RUS website at:

http://www.usda.gov/rus/water/ees/eis.htm.  These criteria and routing

process will be addressed in the Draft Environmental Impact Statement. 

The project is still in the development and planning stages and the

utilities have not yet permitted a route for the transmission line.
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I-172-001

This federal scoping process is specific to only the Hampton-Rochester-

La Crosse 345-kV project.  As such, we have forwarded you comments

to the project team dealing with the project with which you have raised

concerns.

The Draft Environmental Impact Statement will be available on the RUS

website at: http://www.usda.gov/rus/water/ees/eis.htm.  Comments on

the Draft Environmental Impact Statement will be solicited after its

publication.
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I-173-001

This federal scoping process is specific to only the Hampton-Rochester-

La Crosse 345-kV project.  As such, we have forwarded you comments

to the project team dealing with the project with which you have raised

concerns.

The Draft Environmental Impact Statement will be available on the RUS

website at: http://www.usda.gov/rus/water/ees/eis.htm.  Comments on

the Draft Environmental Impact Statement will be solicited after its

publication.
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